


What is YWAM? 

• YWAM is an acronym for Youth With A 
Mission. 

• YWAM is an interdenominational, non-profit 
Christian, missionary organization. 

• Founded by Loren and Darlene Cunningham in 
1960. 

• Missions statement: “know God and to make 
Him known.” 



Brief YWAM History 
1956 – The Vision Dawns: 
It all began with a vision. In June of 1956, Loren Cunningham, a 20-year-old 
student from the United States, spent a part of his summer break in 
Nassau, Bahamas touring with a singing group.  One night after a busy day, 
Loren had an unusual experience.  “I lay down on the bed,” he recalled, 
“doubled the pillow under my head and opened my Bible, routinely asking 
God to speak into my mind.  What happened next was far from routine. 
Suddenly, I was looking up at a map of the world. Only the map was alive, 
moving! I sat up. I shook my head, rubbed my eyes. It was a mental movie. I 
could see all the continents. Waves were crashing onto the shores. Each 
went onto a continent, then covered the continent completely. I caught my 
breath. Then, as I watched, the scene changed. The waves became young 
people – kids my age and even younger – covering the continents. They 
were talking to people on the street corners and outside bars. They were 
preaching. ‘Was that really you, Lord?’ I wondered, still staring at the wall, 
amazed.  Young people – kids really – going out as missionaries! What an 
idea! And I thought ‘Why did God give me this vision?” 
 
 



YWAM History 

• 1960 – YWAM officially established 

• 1966 – YWAM grew to 10 full-time staff members and had 
hundreds of summer short-term volunteers. 

• 1969 – First YWAM training school established in Chateau-
d’Oex, Switzerland named School of Evangelism. 

• 1970 – First permanent YWAM center in Lausanne, 
Switzerland. 

• 1971 – Mission Builders Established to fill practical needs on 
YWAM bases. 

• 1972 – YWAM with 40 full-time staff, had 1,000 volunteers for 
the Munich Olympics outreach. 



YWAM History 

• 1974 – the first Discipleship Training School (DTS) takes place. 

• 1977 – YWAM’s University Established in Kona, Hawaii named 
Pacific and Asia Christian University. 

• 1979 – Mercy Ships Ministry begins with the first ship named 
“Anastasis”. 

• 1980 – Thailand refugee Ministry begins as YWAM now has 
1,800 full-time staff. 

• 1987 – YWAM publishing expands and moves from Germany 
to Seattle, WA.  Within the following decade it released over 
150 titles. 

• 1992 – Frontier Missions established 



YWAM Ministries 

Since 1960, YWAM has had massive growth and sent over 5 
million volunteers to every continent – fulfilling the vision God 
gave to Loren Cunningham as a 20-year old man.  Operating 
under an Apostolic anointing, YWAM allows for many 
different ministry opportunities, tapping into each individuals 
calling and gifting. Here are a few of the ministries covered 
under YWAM: 

• YWAM Frontier Missions: Sharing the Gospel with 
unreached people groups 

•Training programs: DTS (introductory course 6 mo), 
Specialized training University of the Nations. 



YWAM Ministries 

• YWAM Mercy: HIV/AIDS, Children at Risk, Micro-enterprise, 
Homeless/Addictions 

• YWAM ships: Taking mercy missions and church planting to 
areas that can only be reached by ship or boat. 

• CROWN: Christ Revealed On World Networks – Using IT and 
engineer missionaries to share the Good News! 

The list goes on, from praying with Runway Models during 
New York’s Fashion week to making movies in Hollywood that 
glorify our Lord.  YWAM has missionaries in more than1,100 
locations in over 180 countries with a full-time staff of over 
18,000. 

 



How do you become a “YWAMer”? 

• Step one: complete a YWAM Discipleship Training School (DTS) at any of the locations 
offered. 

• What is covered in the 5 month DTS? 

– Part 1, Lecture Phase: 1. Classroom teaching, 2. Small Groups, 3. Intercession Groups, 4. 
Personal Devotions, 5. Required Reading, 6. Work duties 

– Part 2, Outreach Phase: The 8-week field assignment provides exposure to represent 
Christ and His kingdom. Most likely our outreach will be in Tanzania or surrounding 
countries. Tasks could include: working with the elderly, building projects, and assisting 
in local churches. 

 

Once DTS graduation is completed, you can be a full-time YWAM Staff 
member! 

We will be attending a DTS in Morogoro, Tanzania from 11 September 2017 – 
9 February 2018. 




